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“PREACHING THE GOSPEL WITHOUT PURSE OR SORIP.” 


BY ELDER L. F. MONCH. 


Ir has afforded me much pleasure to 
—— the experiences of some of the 

ders in England while endeavoring 
to _ the Gospel without purse 
and scrip, according to the command- 
ment of the Savior, “ ao os have 
received, freely give;” and believing 
that such experiences are profitable 
to those passing through them, as 
well as beneficial to those who are 
beginning their labors in the mission- 
ary field, and who naturally feel 
timid when they are required to face 
the cold, uncharitable world, I have 
a number of times since felt impressed 
to add my little mite to the list of 
those who have thus favored us in 
the columns of the STarR. 

To commence with, I am aware 
that the world does not usually con- 
strue the above remarks of the Savior 
to mean the preaching of the Gospel 
free of charge, but to preach it freely, 
t.e., liberally; a careful perusal, how- 
ever, of the instructions given to the 
Twelve when He sent them out to 
preach the Gospel, and combined with 
this, must convince anyone that the 


meaning was to pa the Gospel 
free of charge, with which interpreta- 
tion Luther's translation corresponds, 
and which Paul’s words also substan- 
tiate, as recorded in 1 Cor. ix, 19: 
“What is my reward then? Verily 
that, when I preach the Gospel, I may 
make the Gospel of Christ without 
a oo I abuse not my power in 
the Gospel.” 


Now when [I started out upon my 
mission, I desired to comply with the 
law of God in every particular; and 
having read this again and again, and 
as it is rendered in the above mean- 
ing in the German Bible without a 
shadow of doubt thrown upon it, I 
resolved to carry it out, np» depend 
entirely upon the charity of the world 
for my support, both for clothing and 
food. I soon, however, found that I 
had a hard row to hoe, and that hun- 
ger would stare me in the face, while 
my — would give me the 
pearance of a tramp or vagabo 
which would in time preclude a 


possibility of securing a comfortabi 
place for my body at night. It seemed 


) 
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to me that a change had taken place 
somewhere; either we, as mission- 
aries, had lost our faith that we could 
not labor as the apostles did at this 
ay te eriod above referred to in 

e Saviors history, or as the early 
missionaries of our time, or else the 
world had retrograded and could not 
appreciate the efforts of the servants 
of God now as then; and knowing 
that the judgments of God were visit- 
ing the nations of the earth, which 
could only come because of the wick- 
edness of mankind, we felt justified in 
attributing the failure to the latter 


use. 

A careful perusal of the Scriptures 
brought us at this time to another 
saying of the Savior’s, given subse- 
quently to the one above referred to 
and just prior to His death: “When 
sent you without purse, and scrip, 
and shoes, lacked ye anything? And 
they said, Nothing. hen said he 
unto them, But now, he that hath a 

urse, let him take it, and likewise 
fis scrip: and he that hath no sword, 
let him sell his garment, and buy 
one” (Luke xxii, 35, 36). Now the 
question naturally presented itself to 
our mind, why this change? Paul 
tells us: “The spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God;” 
and knowing that we had received 
this spirit, we felt we had the right 
to learn the cause. 

When the Savior sent out the 
Twelve under the first injunction, He 
told them: “Go not into the way of 
the Gentiles, and into any city of the 
Samaritans enter ye not: But go ra- 
ther to the;lost sheep of Israel.” But 
when the Jews rejected the Gospel 
and crucified the Savior, we are in- 
formed that it was taken from the 
Jews and preached unto the Gentiles; 
and hence the second instruction was 

iven just as the Gospel was about to 

taken from the Jews and preached 
unto the Gentiles. 

If we read the Scriptures carefully, 
we will find that “covetousness” is 
one of the sins with which the Gen- 
tiles were particularly afflicted; but 

1 having lived under the law of 
free-will offering, together with the 
law of tithing, were inclined to be 
more liberal than the Gentiles. The 
Jews had been thoroughly trained in 
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this law, as the perusal of the laws of 
Moses will reveal. And ag the law 
of sacrifice and burnt-offering was 
done away, and as they had been 
thoroughly trained in the law of 
tithing and free-will offering, we can 
readily see that those who accepted 
the Gospel of the Son of God in lieu 
of the Mosaic law, would willingly 
consent to furnish a servant of God 
with both food and raiment. 

Again, thousands received the Gos- 
pel when it was first preached, for 
when John went forth to baptize 
even before the Savior shows Himself 
upon the scene of action, we are told 
in the first chapter of St. Mark that 
all the land of Judea and Jerusalem 
went out unto him (John), and were 
baptized of him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins; and on the day 
of Pentecost, before the apostles had 
yet gone to the Gentiles, we are told 
that in one day there were added unto 
the Church about three thousand 
souls, 

Now those who have received the 
Gospel with a pure intent, can testify 
that one of the first changes felt in 
their hearts was to impart of their 
substance to the needy and those in 
distress; yea, one of the first principles 
that manifests itself is charity. 
this is the first impulse of the spirit, 
and so many were added to the 
Church even in our day, we can readily 
comprehend that the man of God 
who brought to them this glad mes- 
sage of life and salvation would not 
be permitted to suffer for the com- 
forts of life, much less to wander 
about in a thread-bare coat without a 
place to lay his head. 

But when the Gospel was rejected 
by the Jews, i¢, when all were 
gathered out from them that would 
receive it, and the apostles were com- 
manded to carry it to the Gentiles 
according to the vision given to Peter, 
and as carried out by Paul, the Apostle 
to the Gentiles, a different state of 
affairs was presented. The people to 
whom they were now sent knew 
nothing of the law of tithing and free- 
will offering; at least we infer so from 
the very careful manner Paul iatro- 
duced this subject to them, as we 
glean from the 16th of 1st Corinthians 
and 8th and 9th of 2nd Corinthians. 


= > 
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Satan had won their hearts, and they 
were subject to all the temptations 
and vices that afflict the world to-day, 
among which covetousness was one, 
as the following passage from Paul’s 
writing plainly shows :—“ Know ye 
not that the unrighteous shall not in- 
herit the kingdom of God? Be not 
deceived: neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effemi- 
nate, nor abusers of themselves with 
mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor ex- 
tortioners, shall inherit the kingdom 
of God. And such were some of you : 
but ye are washed, but ye are sancti- 
fied, but ye are justified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit 
of our God.” Amonga people of that 
kind, it was indeed hard, as we find 
it now, to rely upon them for the 
common necessaries of life for the 
mere word, as the world regard it, of 
God ; the very fact that they practice 
such things is proof positive that they 
know not God, and hence that they 
know no charity, and that covetous- 
ness, among other crimes, was eating 
them up, just as we find it in the 
world to-day. The Savior knowing 
that the day was at hand when his 
servants would have to preach tu a 
people guilty of such crimes, rescinded 
the former commandment, and in 
lace told them: “ But now he that 
ath a purse let him take it, and like- 
wise his scrip: and he that hath no 
sword, let hiro sell his garment, and 
ow remarkably does the work of 
the latter days correspoud with that 
of the former days! In the rise of 
the church, 2.¢., in 1832, the following 
revelation was given on this subject : 
‘And again I say unto you, my friends, 
(for from henceforth I shall call you 
friends,) it is expedient that I give 
unto you this commandment, that ye 
become even as my friends in days 
when I was with them traveling to 
ape this Gospel in my power, for 
suffered them not to have purse or 
scrip, neither two coats; behold I 
send you out to prove the world, and 
the labourer is worthy of his hire. 
And any man that shall go forth and 
preach this Gospel of the kingdom 
and fail not to continue faithful in all 
things shall not be weary in mind, 
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neither darkened ; neither in body, 
limb, or joint: and an hair of his 
head shall not fall to the ground un- 
noticed. And they shall not go 
hungry, neither athirst.” 

According to this revelation the 
Elders went forth to preach the Gos- 
pel without purse or scrip; and, as 
of old, we are told, their labors were 
crowned with remarkable success, 
some of them baptizing their thou- 
sands into the church : one man alone 
with whom [ am personally ac- 
quainted, and who could neither read 
nor write, baptized over one thousand 
souls while upon his mission. And 
so liberal were these new converts, 
we are told, that they not only fed 
and clothed these Elders, but they 
gave them money to send home for 
the support of their families to supply 
them also with the necessaries of life. 

This state of things, howaver, as in 
former days, did not continue for 
ever. Soon Ephraim, liberal and 
— was gathered out, and the 

ay of the vintage was 
over, came. ickedness increased, 
and covetousness commenced to keep 
pace with harlotry, drunkenness and 
all other vices. The number receiving 
the Gospel naturally grew less as 
crime increased, till those that one 
missionary would baptize while upon 
his mission could be counted on his 
fingers. The faithful onesalso gathered 
out, leaving the fields in many in- 
stances entirely bare, and in others so 
poorly represented that an Elder could 
scarcely get food, to say nothing about 
@ coat, a pair of shoes, or means to 
help him to pay his traveling expenses, 
At this time, and now about 15 years 
ago, the word of the Lord came as of 
old that from that time forth those 
who should be called to go on missions 
should take their purse and scrip with 
them ; and I well remember President 
John Taylor, according to President 
Young’s instruction, preaching a pow- 
erful sermon on the subject, setting 
forth his reasons why it would, in the 
futnre, be necessary for the mission- 
aries to take purse and scrip with 
them. And,subsequently, when Elders 
were called; they were invariably 


asked, if they could leave their families 
comfortable and sustain themselves 
| while upon their mission. The writer 


aka 
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of this article can personally testify 
that he received such a letter once, 
and that all the members of his quo- 
rum of seventies, who have been 
called upon missions, have had these 
uestions asked them, and where 
they failed to reply in the affirmative, 
or were in debt, or business circum- 
stances would not permit it without 
serious embarrassment, they were in- 
variably excused, and others selected, 
who could comply with these require- 
ments. Thus the Gospel is still 
preached free of charges, with this 
difference, that, as of old,each mission- 
takes his own hard earnings with 
him, and this because the world is so 
covetous and has so little charity ; 
and that Elder who, through being 
over zealous, ignores the wise regula- 
tions of our heavenly Father, through 
His living oracles sidents Young 
and Taylor, as well as the twelve, 
may come to want, and suffer for the 
common necessaries Of life. 

We offer these suggestions because 
there may be many young men now 
upon missions who are not aware that 
such instructions have been given by 
the Presidency of the Church; and 
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as we asa ~~ believe in revelation, 
and sustain these men as prophe 
seers, and revelators, and as we fin 
it also entirely in accord with the 
word of our Savior in his day, we 
must acknowledge it to be the re- 
vealed word of God. 

We do not in any sense desire to 
convey the idea that the Lord does 
not to-day bless His Elders and many 
instances marvelously supply their 
wants, nor that a man\should entirely 
rely upon his own purse and scrip, 
because, by so doing, we are aware 
that we would deprive an elder many 
a time from seeing the visible hand of 
God, and the Saints from receiving a 
blessing through administering to the 
wants of a disciple of Christ, of whom 
he has said, if ye give one even a 
glass of water‘ ye shall in nowise lose 
your reward. We also know that 
those missionaries who have had too 
much means to squander, relying en- 
tirely upon their own purse, have 
done the least good. We ehall, there- 
fore, if circumstances permit and our 
heavenly Father is willing, offer a few 
words of practical experience upon 
this subject at some future day. 


THE EVIL FORESEEN. 


Att the American papers are not 
blind to the possible evil results 
liable to grow out of the reckless 
legislation Congress is urged to 

ople of Utah. 


the | 
he following sensible view is taken | C 


by the Washington Critic: 


Ir is true that the homes of anti- 
polygamists all over the country are 
not, all of them, ideal homes; that 
wife-murder, husband-poisoning, di- 
vorce suits and foul scandals are com- 
mon in non-polygamous countries, 
and do not happen in polygamous 
Utah, certainly among the Mormons. 
Nevertheless, polygamy is a crime 
— law, morality and taste. But 

is is not the question. Something 
deeper than anti-polygamy is the cause 
which seeks syccess by trying to get 
up public feeling against a plurality 
of wives. Messrs. Baskin and Ben- 
nett, the representatives in Washing- 


| 


ton of the anti-Mormon faction in 
Utah, are working to build up such a 
public feeling, as their public tftter- 
ances within the last week have shown. 
Their aim is, of course, to influence 
ongress to pass at this session what 
is known as the Edmunds-Tucker 


‘| anti-polygamy bill—a bill which, 


amoung other things, proposes to dis- 
establish the Mersied Church and to 
dispose of its property through the 
United States courts. 
We warn Congress that this is dan- 
rous legislation. Indeed it is so 
raught with possibilities of evil that 
the wonder is, the committee on judi- 
ciary in the Senate and House, com- 
d of men who are oa to be 
awyers, could be found willing to sub- 
scribe to it. Polygamy is acrime, and 
has been so decla by law. Let 
every person who commits that offense 
be punished by due process of the 
law. But outside of polygamy, has 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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the Mormon Church not as much right 
to be protected by the Constitution 
asany other church? If Congress can 
disestablish the Mormon Church, so it 
can the Catholic, or the Methodist, or 
any other. The proposition is too 
monstrous to be entertained for one 
moment. 

It may be well to remind Congress 
that since the passage of the Edmunds 
law of 1882, polygamy and unlawful 
cohabitation, as crimes under that 
law, have been punished in Utah, 
under the most strained legal con- 
struction, with a severity ‘hat is al- 
most unknown in this or any other 
country. Arrests for either of the 
above offenses in Utah has become 
almost equal to conviction. A man 
who is arrested for having committed 
either of them is looked upon as guilty 
until he proves his innocence, The 
trials are mere forms. Partisan Re- 
pracy Judges, with a very partisan 

epublican United States district at- 
torney, carry matters with a very high 
hand. Certainly no further legisla- 
tion is needed so long as the Ed- 
munds bill is allowed to be enforced 
by these officials.. Their prejudice 
runs away with their reason. 

We know it is unfashionable to take 
the side of the under dog in a fight, 
and certainly not profitable, but right 
is right, and we see in this attack upon 
religion a source of evil precedents 
that will be sure to plague the invent- 
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ors. Poly is a crime against our 
law, and should not be permitted to 
be practised even as the expression of 
religious belief. But to attack a 
church, to persecute its members for 
their religious opinions, and for their 
religious acts, when thuse acts are not 
contrary to law, is unconstitutional, 
and is a dangerous theory. The Ed- 
munds-Tucker bill is a monstrous 
piece of legislation. It is aimed, not 
at polygamy, but at the lands and 
money and religious rights of the 
Mormons. It should be voted down 
indignantly. It may be well to say 
that Utah is ready for admission into 
the Union asa State. Her people are 
Democratic in politics. 

To pass such a bill as the Edmunds- 
Tucker bill would make her Republi- 
can against the will of the people. 
This has been a pet scheme with cer- 
tain Republican politicians for years. 
Will the Democrats knowingly assist 
them to accomplish their end? 

But to put the matter on a higher 

lane, this bill is acovert attack upon 
liberty of conscience, and the consti- 
tutional right of the citizens to wor- 
ship God as they please. It isn’t 
aimed at polygamy so much, we re- 

at, as it is intended to drive the 

ormons out of their hard-earned 
patrimony. It is unjust and wrong, 
and we shall oppose it as a measure 
fraught with possibilities of future 
disastrous evils to the country. 


UTAH NEWS. 
(Summarized from Territorial Papers. ) 


Salt Lake is cabling her telephone wires. 
The 24 hour system of computing time will go into effect on the Utah and 


Northern next month. 


Salt Lake authorities are making praiseworthy efforts to stop the sale of | 


liquors in the city on Sundays. 


The Salt Lake City Civil, Criminal and Dective Bureau and Collection 


Agency is the title of an institution which has lately been started in Salt Lake 
with S. H* Gilson as superintendent and E. A. Franks, formerly a deputy, as 
chief detective. Although they have only been established a month and a 
half, they are becoming well known and considerable business is being en- 
trusted to their hands, 


| 
| 
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_ Apparently every effort is being made by the anti-“ Mormon” press of 
Utah to palliate the crime of murder committed by deputy Marshal Thomp- 
son, by trying to make it appear that Edward M. Dalton, the murderous 
deputy’s victim was not a respectable or honest citizen, but the falsehoods 
are promptly denied by his friends—try how his supporters may to justify his 
crime, such deeds 

** Are a blot, which will remain a blot 

In spite of all apologists may write; 

And though a bishop try to cleanse the stain, 

He rubs and sours the crimson spot in vain.” 

On the 27th of December, two boys abuut sixteen years of age were 
brought in from Tooele City, on the charge of disturbing a Methodist meet- 
ing. They were Orrin Skelton and Frank Lingberg. Mr. Robert Skelton 
appeared for the defendants. When the accused were brought before Com- 
missioner McKay, Mr. Skelton asked for a change of venue, on the ground 
that the boys desired a trial where the alleged offense was committed; that 
the city government of Tooele was able to act in the case, and that there was 
a justice before whom they might have been taken in Tooele, instead of bring- 
ing them fifty or sixty miles tothe Commissioner. The request, however, 
was denied, and after hearing testimony in the case, the two lads were placed 
under $200 bonds to await the action of the grand jury. 


Moonshee, a Beaver correspondent of the Deseret News, writing under date 
of January 6, 1887, says: “ At 10 o'clock this forenoon the case of the People 
vs. Thompson was called. The witnesses were all present. Out of nineteen 
jurors questioned by the prosecution and defense, ten passed the ordeal, and 
were sworn to try the case. When the court adjourned at noon, only two 
jurors were needed to fill the panel. The names of the jurors arc—Messrs- 
Sloan, Collins, Johnson, King, Fitzgerald, Barnes, Moore, Forgie, Allen and 
Bowen, residents of Silver Reef, Marysvale, Star and Frisco. They stated 
that all they knew of the case was obtained from the Z’ribune. At 2-30 p.m., 
Nichols and Ferrell, from Silver Reef, passed examination and were sworn.” 
The jurors are all non-“ Mormons,” and doubtless will be satisfactory to the 
defense and prosecution. Strange state of affairs in Utah. When a “ Mor- 
mon” is charged with any crime he is tried by a jury who are known to be his 
enemies, but when a “ Gentile” is put on trial for any offense, he is tried by a 
jury of his friends—result: When a “ Mormon” is accused of an offense it is 
equivalent to conviction, while a “ Gentile” is nearly sure of acquital. ; 

On the evening of the 27th of December the upper hall of the Eighteenth 
Ward Independent school house, the new and handsome building, which has 
been in course of erection for the past two years, was opened last evening 
with a social party. A happy and congenial multitude thronged the interior, 
most of them being members of the ward. Among the guests were Apostle 
F. D, Richards and President Angus M. Cannon, both of whom, during a lull 
in the dancing, made some excellent and timely remarks. The people of the 
ward were warmly praised for the energy and taste displayed in the erection 
of so beautiful and convenient a hall, designed for lectures and entertainments 
etc., in connection with the principal object of the building, viz: a Latter-day 
Saint school, The past, with its primitive scenes and crudities, was contrasted 
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with the advanced educational facilities of the present, and the changes in 
society and in the country generally since the early days of Utah were dwelt 
upon. The young were counseled to avoid excess of gayety and the pursuit 
of pleasure, and indulge in dancing and recreation moderately, not only out of 
deference to the trials their parents and friends were undergoing at the pre- 
sent, but for their own souls’ good, and to turn their thoughts to religion and 
the soberer things of life, principally, using parties and kindred entertain- 
ments as a means of rest and recreation, which was their proper utility and 
significance. Bishop Whitney added a few words to what had been said, 
speaking in praise of the building committee, the donors to the school fund, 
and referring to the objects in view in the completion of the new hall and 
building. It is to be hoped that other Wards, not only in Salt Lake City, 
but throughout the settlements of the Saints, will emulate the example set by 
the Saints of the Eighteenth Ward until in every Ward may be founda 
school where the Saints shall feel free to teach the principles of their holy 
religion in connection with the ordinary branches of education. 


The First Ward Sunday School of Logan appointed a committee to draw 
up a set of resolutions respecting J. H. Brown, Junr., familiarly known as 
“Harry Brown, the sculptor,” whose death we have before noticed. The 
committee presented the following, on the 2nd of January: 


“ 70 the Officers and Members of the First Ward Sunday School.” 
“Brethren and Sisters.—Your committee appointed to draft resolutions 
out of respect to the late Brother J. H. Brown, Junr., beg leave to submit the 
following: Brother Harry Brown was an officer in the First Ward Sunday 
School, and although recently appointed, and having been obliged to be 
absent the greater part of his time, his death has caused a vacancy in our 
ranks which we deeply feel. A model of punctuality in all dealings; sincere 
and earnest in all he did; thoughtful and considerate in all he said; dignified, 
yet courteous; intellectual, yet humble, he has left to his family and friends 
a heritage better than riches—a good name. In order, therefore, to perpetu- 
ate his memory as an offiicer in the Sunday School, be it Resolved, that the 
First Ward Sunday School has lost a true, ardent and faithful worker, and 
that his loss is deeply felt and lamented by the Sunday School. Resolved, 
That the character of Brother Harry Brown was of exalted purity and excel- 
lence. Resolved, That his social virtues and personal demeanor rendered him 
an example worthy of imitation. Resolved, That while we humbly and sor- 
rowfully bow in submission to the summons of the Great Maker, we mourn 
his death as an irreparable loss to his family, to the community, and to the 
officers and members of the First Ward Sunday School. Resolved, That 
these resolutions be spread upon our records and a copy forwarded to his 
bereaved widow, with the hearty sympathy of his fellow-laborers. 
* His day has come, not gone;’ 
His sun has risen, not set; 
His life is now beyond 
The reach of death or change, 
‘Not ended, but begun.’ 
James A. LANGTON. 
G. W. JUNE, 
ANNA HAINEs,” 


~ 
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MONDAY, JANUARY 24, 1887. 


TO OUR FELLOW-LABORERS. 


--— 


BELOVED Brethren,—We are sent on a mission to this country to preach the 
Gospel, call sinners to repentance, and warn them of judgments to come, as 
well as to baptize the righteous for the fulfillment of all righteousness. We 
naturally meet with a great deal of opposition from some, while others mani- 
fest such utter indifference as to be rather discouraging to those who have 
come so many miles to bear the glad tidings that God has again spoken. 
We naturally felt that the people only wanted to hear the Gospel to obey it, 
because it is such a blessing to us; and we know that God has only one way 
by which His children are brought back into His presence. But the people 
are differently educated, and generally feel secure in the popular doctrines of 
the day. We have no reason because of this to feel discouraged, or that all 
the Israel of God are gathered, but rather to reflect how we can best serve 
the interests of God’s kingdom in our labors. 

Now we all well know that we are not engaged in a man-made system; if 
we were, we would have to be educated and trained for the work of the min- 
istry, for it requires education to advocate error. But we are engaged in the 
work of God, and we are His servants. We cannot do anything in and of 
ourselves, because it is not by the wisdom of man that the work is prospered, 
but by the Spirit and power of God. We worship a God of revelation, there- 
fore it is our privilege to be directed by the revelations of God in our indi- 
vidual duties and responsibilities. The Lord will be sought after; we can 
do nothing without Him. Every Elder whom the Lord has called upon a 
mission to this land should seek earnestly by faith and prayer to be directed 
by the Lord in all his labors. It is necessary that all should know the mind 
of the Lord in their individual labors, because they are so varied. Our duty 
is to seek out the honest hearted—those who, when they say, “ Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” mean what they say, and 
do not utter with their mouths what they do not feel in their hearts. The 
people are deceived by false doctrines, and they appear to the Elders to be 
indifferent to the true Gospel. They are also much prejudiced against the 
truth because of the inisrepresentations made, but we must remember they 
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are dependent upon the Almighty just as much as we are. Jesus said: “No 
man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him.” Con- 
version to the truth is the work of the Father; He knoweth the hearts of all 
men; He knoweth whom to draw. It is our duty to ask Him to guide us 
where we shall go, what we shall say, and what we shall do, our mission being 
to preach His Gospel. We are His servants, and unless He guides and directs 
us, Our mission will be vain. Remember Paul might plant and Apollos 
water, but it was God that gave the increase; it is so to-day—God is doing 
His own work. Success cannot be determined by the namber of baptisms, 
When a testimony is given in the power of God—when the word of the Lord 
is spoken—it is not going to return to Him void; it is going to accomplish 
that which He pleases. Did we expect, when we left home, that all would 
listen to our testimony? No, our experience has taught us that it is not every 
one that saith Lord, Lord, is honest. But should we be discouraged becuse 
of this? Certainly not. This is just what we should have expected. Again, 
we do not expect seed sown in the ground to spring up, blossom and bare 
fruit at once; neither need we expect to have the precious word we sow ac- 
complish such work. 

Brethren, we should ask the Lord to direct us. Humble ourselves before 
Him, and cry unto Him in mighty faith and prayer to lead us to the honest, 
and guide us day by day to fulfill our mission in honor. Ask Him to take 
away from us any man-fearing spirit, and give us grace to know His mind 
and will concerning our duties; to fill us with His divine love and give us 
faith, hope and charity, that we may not be discouraged, but enjoy the power 
and faith to win souls to Him. 

God’s ways are not our ways, neither are His thoughts our thoughts; but 
He has promised to teach us. We have a right, as His servants, to a revela- 
tion of His will, so we may fulfill the mission He has appointed us, otherwise 
we would have cause to be discouraged; but we can ask Him to raise up 
friends unto us and bless us in our administrations, and He will do it. Our 
time is precious, we cannot affurd to waste it; we must live our religion and 
set a righteous example. We are preachers of righteousness, and the Lord 
said to His servants preaching the Gospel, in a revelation given, 23rd of 
September, 1832: ‘ Verily, verily, I say unto you, they who believe not on 

your words, and are not baptized in water, in my name, fur the remission of 
their sins, that they may receive the Holy Ghost, shall be damned, and shall 
not come into my Father’s Kingdom, where my Father and Iam” (Doctrine 
and Covenants, page 295). How important then is our message; how essen- 
tial it is we should be in earnest and enjoy the fellowship of the Holy Ghost 
to guide us; for the Lord hath spoken, and we are His messengers to bear 
this joyful tidings to the people. He has given us a testimony, we know in 
whom we trust. He expects us to be valiant for the testimony of Jesus, and 
has a right to our love and reverence. We are honored by being called into 
His service, and He expects us to represent Him in His glorious loving 
character. “This is my commandment, that ye love one another,” said the 
Lord Jesus. If we are His disciples indeed, we will do so. We will honor 
each other, for there is no love without respect. We are in the holy brother- 
hood in Christ Jesus, and if the world hate us, it hated Him before it hated 


at 


58 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR, 


us. We have the same principles to offer that He offered—the doctrine of 
the Father—and we should strive in all humility to faithfully represent our 
Master. 

Let us be sure we have tne word of the Lord to deliver to the people, seek 
it earnestly, for it is that which convinces. Be encouraged to ask of the 
Father, in faith believing He will both bear and answer, and He will do so, 

blessing will rest upon our labors and we shall enjoy our mission, He 
will lead us to the honest in heart, and make us vessels of honor. Let us do 
our part and He will do His, for it is His glory to bring to pass the eternal 
life of men. We have everything to encourage us, brethren; we need not 
doubt or fear, God will protect us and our loved ones, and comfort Zion. No 
matter how dark the clouds, how heavy the storm— 

** Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face.” 

He has ushered in the dispensation of the fulness of times that He might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, and He will doit. He will estab- 
lish His kingdom. The heathen may rage and imagine vain things, pass 
unjust laws and seek to retard the progress of His work, but He that dwelleth 
in the heavens will hold them in derision; the puny arm of man will fail. 
God will fulfill all He has predicted, and the nations who reject Him will be 
broken to pieces. The Scriptures are full of prophecies concerning these 
things, and it is our duty to expound them to the people. We should make 
ourselves conversant with the Scripture, and be ready to give an answer for 
the hope that is within us. We hope our fellow-laborers will be encouraged, 
give heed to these things, seek earnestly to magnify their callings and make 
their election sure. We are doing our duty in preaching the Gospel in tbe 
fear of God, and warning the people of judgments to come. It is to their 
interest to obey the Gospel, which they will if they love the truth. If they 
reject it they will have the evidence of its truth by the judgments which will 
- follow; for as the signs follow the believer in the Gospel, so also do the judg- 
ments those who reject it, and will do so until all shall know that God hath 
spoken, Jesus is the Christ, and that our testimony is true. 

GrorGE TEASDALE. 


OPERATIONS OF THE SPIRIT. 


“* And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, 
and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind: and 
after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake: And after the 


earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: And after the fire a still small voice 
[and the voice was the voice of God] (1 Kings xix: 11, 12). 


THE manifestations of the Spirit are given to every man to profit withal, but 
the operations of the Spirit are not all equally demonstrative in their char- 
acter. Some gifts of the Spirit, such as speaking in tongues, prophecying, 
healing the sick, and working miracles are very plainly manifest to the 
natural senses; while other gifts equally desirable, equally profitable, and as 
potent in the production of good among men, operate more quietly—so 
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quietly, in fact, that the cause producing them is sometimes over-looked. 
Such is the gift of faith, of knowledge, discerning of spirits and the gift of 
wisdom. These latter gifts may not attract the attention of the multitude as 
readily as those we first mentioned, but who will say they are less important 
than those whose operations are more estentatious? 

It often happens that when people join the Church, and have had hands 
laid upon them for the reception of the Holy Ghost, there is to the casual 
observer no marked evidences of their having received the Holy Spirit. They 
do not all receive the gift of prophecy, or of healing, or the power to speak 
in another tongue, indeed these outward manifestations of the Spirit may 
never be granted to some, but let such persons examine themselves; after a 
few months’ experience in the Church, let them compare themselves with 
what they were previous to the time the Elders laid their hands upon them 
for the reception of the Holy Ghost, and if they have been faithful and 
righteous in their daily walk and conversation, we know that their few 
months of experience has produced wonderful changes in them. During that 
time they have comprehended more truth than they ever conceived before as 
regards the object of their existence on the earth, the purposes of God, and 
the scope, power and grandeur of the Gospel of the Son of God. They are 
conscious of a new light within them, a new force, a new power of intelligence 
that dispels the gloom and doubts and fears which formeriy marred their 
peace, and they, as well as those who speak in a new tongue, or prophecy, or 
heal the sick, know that they have received an unction from the Holy One 
that teaches them all things, but more especially the peaceable things of the 
kingdom. They may scarcely know whence it came, or when, “Like the 
wind that bloweth where it listeth, that men hear the sound thereof but 
know not whence it cometh, and whither it goeth,” so is it with those who 
have been born of the Spirit. 

While we say, follow the admonition of Paul—“ desire spiritual gifts’— 
remember that God does not always move in a whirlwind, nor in an earth- 
quake, nor in a fire, but is more frequently manifest by a still small voice as 
described in the Scripture quoted at the beginning of this article. R, 


In our Utah News will be found an item in relation to two lads about six- 
teen years of age being accused of disturbing a Methodist meeting at Tooele. 
There was a justice of the peace in the village who was competent to try the 
case, but the anti-“ Mormon” clique saw an opportunity to make capital out 
of the occurrence by taking the boys charged with the offense some sixty 
miles to Salt Lake City, in order to make it appear that the local magistrate 
would not punish the offenders, and thus protect the Methodist society in 
Tooele from such disturbances. The subterfuge was a vile one, and shows 
the determination of the enemies of the people of Utah to take advantage of 
every circumstance to intensify the prejudice of people against the Saints. 
Every religious society should be protected in the full and free enjoyment 
and exercise of their religion, so long as in the exercise of that liberty they 
trespass not upon the rights of others. This is the liberty the “ Mormon” 
people claim, and they are willing to accord the same to all other people, as 
the experience of religious societies in Utah will witness. For though the 
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“ Mormons” are overwhelmingly in the majority, no other religious body has 
been interfered with, but all have been accorded the broadest religious liberty. 
But now the inconsiderate acts of thoughtless youths are seized upon to 
make it appear that religious societies other than “ Mormon” are frequently 
interrupted; and by dragging these boys sixty miles from home in order to 
have them answer to a complaint for disturbing the peace before a United 
States Commissioner, the desire is to create the impression that these parties 
disturbing the peace would not be dealt with by the local Justice of the Peace, 
an impression which all former experience will prove to be incorrect. 


RETURNED.—President D. H. Wells, Apostle George Teasdale and Elder 
James Reed, who left Liverpool on the 15th inst. to attend the London Con- 
ference, returned on the evening of the 19th. These brethren had a pleasant 
journey and an enjoyable time with the Elders and Saints in the London 
Conference. Tie Elders are using their best efforts to spread the truths of 
the Gospel, though the indifferance and prejudice of the people make their 
task an arduous one—-still the Elders are undaunted and move steadily for- 
ward. The Saints age hospitable and kind, and second the efforts of the 
Elders in their endeavors to get at the ears of the people. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 

Elder John W. F. Volker writing from Amsterdam, Holland, January 8th, 
says: “ Dear Brother Wells,—Enclosed you will find financial report of the 
Netherland Mission for the six months ending December 31, 1886, and statis- 
tical report for the whole year 1886. I am indoed very glad that I can send 
these reports, for they show that this Mission is getting along very nicely. 
There have been more new members added to the Church in this Mission 
during the last year, than ever before in one year, and I have no doubt but 
that this year will be more fruitful still. We have only just started, and 
with the little help which we have here, we are not able to do very much; yet 
I can say that the missionaries which we have are faithful and energetic, and 
endowed with the spirit of their calling. Most of the Saints are feeling well, 
and have a desire to perform their duties and live near unto God. There are 
some who are asleep, of course, but we will labor with them and see if we can 
get them more interested. The Branches are pretty well organized, and are 
in as good a condition as I possibly can get them. Last Christmas we had a 
very good time with the three Sunday schools; we had Christmas trees nicely 
arranged, and all the children received presents for good behavior; they had 
& grand time, and it will encourage them anew to learn their lessons and be 
obedient. We have a poor fund established, and have some cash on hand to. 
assist some of our poor Saints during the cold winter months. There are 
many who are investigating the principles of the Gospel, and I hope the Lord 
will give the increase.” 

In conclusion, Elder Volker says there are many opportunities for peeach- 
ing the Gospel in Holland which he is unable to take advantage of because 
there are so few Elders engaged in that Mission. He calls for more help. 
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MINUTES OF THE BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE, 


- HELD AT HOCKLBY CHAPEL, HUNTER’S VALE, BIRMINGHAM, ON SUNDAY, 
JANUARY 2, 1886. 


Expers present from Utah: Daniel 
H. Wells, President of the European 
Mission, and R. 8. Campbell of the 
Liverpool Office; J. P. Freeze, Presi- 
dent of, and Charles Kelly, —- 
Orton, M. B. M. H. Dally, 
T. E. Wrighton, J. E. Clark, Travel- 
ing Elders in the Birmingham Con- 


ference. 
10-30 a.m. 


The meeting opened with singing, 
and prayer by Elder Dally. 

President Freeze addressed the 
meeting; said the labors that devolve 
upon the Saints should be ever upper- 
most in their minds; it was no vain 
thing to serve the Lord; there was 
nothing of greater moment than to be 
engaged in the work of God, and our 
future welfare depended upon our in- 
dividual labor and exertion here, as 
all would be judged by their works, 
Faith, though an important principle, 
should be made practical, as faith 
without works was dead. 

The statistical and financial reports 
for the six months ending December 
31, 1886, were presented, and accepted 
by unanimous vote. The former 
showed there were in the Conference 
4 High Priests, 3 Seventies, 48 Elders, 
12 Priests, 14 Teachers, 10 Deacons, 
286 members, 381 officers and mem- 
bers; 9 baptized, 22 emigrated, re- 
ceived 2, excommunicated 4, died, 2. 

Elder Kelly reported the North- 
ampton District: said the Saints gene- 
rally in that District were endeavor- 
ing to live their religion and to for- 
ward the interests of the work. There 
had been a small Branch of the Church 
established in Northampton, also a 
Sunday school. A few strangers at- 
tended the meetings occasionally, 
some of whom were investigating the 
doctrines of the Church, and the pros- 
pect was that several would be added 
to the Church in the near future. 

Benediction by President Wells. 


| | 2-30 p.m. 
Meeting opened with singing, and 
prayer by Elder Kelly. 


The Sacrament was administered 
by Elders R. Crowton and Joseph 
Barnett. 

By motion of President F the 
authorities of the Church and the 
local priesthood of the Mission and 
Conference were presented and sus- 
tained unanimously. 

Elder Orton reported the Wolver- 
hampton District. Said that some of 
the Saints were zealous in the per- 
formance of their religious duties, 
others were not so strict in that re- 
spect. Himself and Elder Clark . 
were doing all they could to bring be- 
fore the notice of the people the prin- 
ciples of the Gospel, and to warn 
them of the judgments of God which 
would ultimately be poured out upon 
the nations of the earth. He felt dis- 
posed to continue his labors and do 
all that was required of him for the 
advancement of the truth.. 

Elder Wheelright reported the 
Hereford District, and bore testimony 
to the divinity of the Gospel and the 
divine mission of Joseph Smith and 
Brigham Young. 

lder Campbell next addressed the 
Conference, and commented upon the 
popular error promulgated by moderna 
religious teachers, that faith in Christ 
was all that was required to save 
them in the kingdom of God. This 
was a pernicious and unscriptural 
doctrine, and opposed to the laws, 
ordinances and conditions that our 
Savior had laid down for the salvation 
of mankind; and all would have to 
comply with these terms, otherwise 
they could not obtain salvation which 
required individual effort, for the 
Apostle James had declared that faith 
without works was dead, as exempli- 
fied in the case of the Assyrian leper, 
who was required by the Prophet 
Elisha to dip himself in Jordan seven 
times in order to obtain the desired 


blessing. After the exercise of faith 
it was necessary that believers should 
repent of their sins and receive the 
ordinance of baptism and the laying 
on of hands for the reception of the 
Holy Spirit, which constituted the 
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true plan of salvation, and which was 
as immutable as its Author. 
6-30 p.m. 

Meeting opened with singing, and 
prayer by Elder Clark. 

President Wells occupied the time, 
discoursing on the necessity of present 
revelation, pre-existence of spirits and 
baptism for the dead. He said the 
Elders of the Church went forth to 
preach the Gospel to the nations of 
the earth, without purse or scrip, be- 
ing endowed with the authority of 
heaven, without which their ministra- 
tions would be vain. The priesthood 
that they bore was not their craft, but 
whenever God hada people upon the 
earth He communicated with them by 
immediate revelation through that 
—— Explained that the true 

ospel had ceased to exist among 
men, until restored to the Prophet 
Joseph Smith in fulfillment of the 
prediction of John the Revelator, as 
recorded in the 14th chapter of Reve- 
lations, 6th verse. It was not a new 
Gospel, but the same that Christ and 
His Apostles taught; and all who 
received its ordinances and continued 
faithful to the end would obtain sal- 
vation in the kingdom of God, which 
would compensate the Saints for all 
the trials and persecution they might 
suffer in this life. In connection with 
the restoration of the Gospel was a 
declaration that God would pour out 
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His oe me upon the wicked, and 
those who rejected the testimonies of 
His servants who were now going 
forth warning the people of the near 
approach of those events, and of the 
second advent of the Savior. It was 
not in accordance with the economy 
of God to inflict judgment upon His 
children without first warning them. 
It became, therefore, a matter of vital 
importance that the people should in- 
vestigate the principles and doctrines 
declared by the Elders, obey the 
same, and thus receive a testimony 
from God of their divinity and worth, 
which would give joy and satisfaction 
to the soul. He explained how the 
power of God, through the Gospel, 
could be extended to those in the 
spirit world, and they could, by rea- 
son of their obedience, be made par- 
takers of the blessings of the Gospel, 
the living performing a vicarious work 
for them. The Almighty was not the 
author of the institutions of this 
world or Babylon, and the command 
to the Saints was to gather out that 
they might not partake of her sins and 
receive not of her plagues. In con- 
clusion, he exhorted the Saints to dili- 
gence and faithfulness to the end 
that they might ultimately be found 
worthy to inherit the mansions pre- 
pared for the righteous. 

Benediction by Elder Wheelwright. 

E. HoLper, Clerk. 


THE HIGHER LAW. . 


HUMANITY AND DIVINITY. 


** As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.”—Isaiah lv, 9. 


Humanity belongs to Man ; divinity 
to God. The above quotation figura- 
tively expresses the great superiority 
of one over the other; the comparison 
expressing all that the mind of man 
can well appreciate, contrasted by the 
sphere of the heavens above that of 
eearth. Both are evidently intelli- 
gent beings with powers of thought 
and action, conception and execution, 
but widely differing from each other. 
The fact here disclosed to the mind 
of man that there is a far superior 


being of thought and action to him- 
self, should be an inducement to seek 
after and find in what the superiority 
consists, and acquire it if possible. 
Both reason and revelation must come 
to our aid, if correct conclusions are 
to be reached. 

Man has a positive declaration that 
there is a God—a superior, and he 
should know and adopt the thoughts 
and ways of the most excellent--the 
superior. The fact that many divine 
requirements are such as no one part 
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of humanity has any right to demand because of “man’s inhumanity to 
of another, is evidence of their su- man.” 
periority, evidence of a Aigher law, Laws adapted to humanity founded 
that nou human enactments can be upon the inflexible rules of justice 
compared with, of rights and duties alone, such as ‘‘an eye for an eye, a 
uot created by them. tooth for a tooth,” come far short of 
First of all the rule that required of that divine excellence which must be 
all men to love all others as them- found in a God-like character whose 
selves, and especially their enemies, ways and thoughts are so far above 
should they have any, isa rule of life those of man. Justice must not in- 
beyond all human contro). A failure vade the domain of mercy. 
to do this could neither be enforced Revelation teaches us that it is con- 
nor punished by any human enact- sistent with the divine prerogative to 
ment. It is a divinely inspired re- control the affections, the love, and 
quirement, placing him who observes even the thoughts of human beings; — 
it beyond the reach of law, and where that they must be directed to the 
justly he can never have an enemy. acquiring of a knowledge of His 
on teaches us that this position character and devotion to His will. 
is supremely desirable, is nearly the Also, to prohibit the exercise of 
goal of perfection. A failure to keep passions tending to evil—such as —, 
the law can only be punished by its envy, hatred, and all that would le 
author. one to deviate from the path of moral 
The divine injunction that no man | rectitude. Reason confirms the pro- 
should seek his own, but another's priety of all this, but they are beyond 
ood, is what no law of humanity | the reach of human legislation ; the 
en demand of any human being, or can neither be regulated, controlled, 
= to enforce by any — of | — nor punished byany power 
punishment. The prerogative belongs humanity possesses. The thought and 
to God alone as being consistent with feelings in man regulated by divine 
His character and perfection. Yet law produce a life in unison with the 
reason teaches us that he who will | attributes of Deity in all those acts 
spend his life in doing good to others, | which can possibly be brought into 
evote his energies to the elevation ba ae 
and redemption of humanity as Jesus @ many and varied manifesta- 
did, becomes justly entitled to and | tions of power conferred upon men 
secures the highest possible condition | who have conformed their lives to the 
of happiness to which human excel- | divine will far exceed any that can be 
lence can aspire to orattain. True | derived from any human source or 
greatness consists in much service, for | natural attainment; such as power 
which the reward is sure. over disease, evil spirits, the elements, 
The all-absorbing, all-pervading ele- | worlds, and finally over death and the 
ment and essence of the divine charac- | grave, to reach an endless life. 
ter is love. This isthe great mystery | The laws by which the worlds were 
of God’s boundless mercy unto man. | made and by which they are sustained 
God is love, and love is the fulfilling | in their relations to each other in the 
of the law. It works no ill, but | spheres in which they move, did not 
— all sacrifices to the giving of | originate with man, but all these teach 
ife, if needs be, for another, and is | him there is a Creator and Governor, 
made manifest only by obedience, by | divine in wisdom and infinite in 
a strict conformity to ’3 ways and a, with thoughts, ways, and laws 
will, It is His prerogative alone to | higher than his. 
- demand that humanity shall be go- he fact is obvious that humanity 
verned by the same rule of action, | is allied to Deity. Man is urged to 
that man may be like Him, and be| be reconciled to divine ways and 
able to abide His glory and presence, | thoughts, and the human wind is 
and be periect as He is perfect. The | fitted to the task. By this we know 
passions and powers of the human | it is not only right but a duty to 
soul fully subjugated to the divine | recognize a higher law for our obser- 
will, there would be no accusers} vance thancan possibly emanate from 


